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British rule in India which he developed in greater detail
in his subsequent publications, and which formed the cent-
ral theme of his politico-economic views in the closing
years of his life. His central thesis in the book England
and India was to show, by correlation of the history of
India with that of England, that "English history and
Indian history have run in parallel streams." "India has
advanced with England," he stated in the concluding chap-
ter of the book, "has occasionally blundered with Eng-
land, but has in the long run moved onwards, however,
slowly, in the path of progress chalked out by England.'*
In outlining the "progress", however, Romesh    Dutt
drew attention for the first time, by a scholarly analysis
of facts and figures, to the economic consequences of Bri-
tish rule.   In doing so, he was not guided by any political
motive.    His politics, whatever they were, were derived
from his economics, and not vice-versa.    He showed no
impatience of the British connection; on the contrary, he
wished this connection to continue.   His    condemnation
of the economic aspect of the British rule was, therefore,
not born out of his political desire for independence.   His
objective analysis of the economic consequences of British
rule, however, led him to certain conclusions, and it is a
tribute to his patriotism and his love of truth that he had
the courage not only to accept them but also make them
the main planks of his public life, though these conclu-
sions were not entirely consistent with his over-all assess-
ment of the British rule in India, and were in any case,
wefl ahead of his times.   We shall have occasion to revert
to this aspect of the matter in a subsequent Chapter when
considering Romesh Chunder*s contribution as a builder
of Modern India.   It would suffice to say in the present
context that the conclusions which he stated briefly in his
book, England and India, and which   he   developed   in

